Tools and Resources for Spanish Language Collection Development


*Reasons for Developing A Spanish Language Collection:

· Library’s mission to serve a diverse community

· Spanish-speakers are tax payers too and contribute to the economic well being of the community

· Not all important literary works ever written have been written in only English. Remember Pablo Neruda who won the Nobel Prize for Literature, and others like Isabelle Allende, Gabriel García Márquez, Cervantes, Octavio Paz and Laura Esquivel.

· Spanish-speaking persons have right to information just like everyone else especially in the areas of health, law, parenting and education. Their interests are as varied as those who are English speakers.

· There’s a strong correlation between literacy in one language and literacy in a second language. By being in a library, Spanish-speakers get exposed to a wealth of materials in both English and Spanish.

· Support school curricula, especially bilingual education

* Adapted from “Why buy Spanish Books? By Alberto Milo, Former Director of Fullerton Public Library.

** Benefits for Developing a Spanish Language Collection:


For the Community

1. Being bilingual is a personal and societal asset

2. Library becomes a friendly and welcoming environment

3. Decreases a sense of isolation – become part of community

4. Fosters family literacy

For the Library

1. Builds support for the library

2. Helps fulfill the library’s mission

3. Builds a reputation with the community as a vital information resource.

* *Source: Yolanda Cuesta - THE ¡Sí Se Puede! Selecting Spanish Books for Adults  2004 PRESENTATION – Texas State Library

